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Assimilation
In phonology, assimilation is a common phonological process by which one sound becomes
more like a nearby sound. This can occur either within a word or between words. It occurs in
normal speech, and it becomes more common in more rapid speech. In rapid speech, for
example, "handbag" is often pronounced /"hambaeg/. The pronunciations /" henbeg/ or
/"heendbzaeg/ are common in normal speech, whereas the word “cupboard”, for example, is
always pronounced /'kabard/, never /'kapbo:rd/, even in slow, highly articulated speech.
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As in these examples, sound segments typically assimilate to a following sound (this is called
regressive or anticipatory assimilation), but they may also assimilate to a preceding one
(progressive assimilation). While assimilation most commonly occurs between immediately
adjacent sounds, it may occur between sounds separated by others (“"assimilation at a distance").
Assimilation can be synchronic, that is, an active process in a language at a given point in

time—or diachronic—that is, a historical sound change.
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A related process is co-articulation, where one segment influences another to produce an
allophonic variation, such as vowels acquiring the feature nasal before nasal consonants when
the velum opens prematurely or /b/ becoming labialized as in "boot". This article describes both
processes under the term assimilation. The physiological or psychological mechanisms of co-
articulation are unknown. Co-articulation is often referred to as a segment being "“triggered™ by
an assimilatory change in another segment. In assimilation, the phonological patterning of the
language, discourse styles and accent are some of the factors contributing to changes observed.
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There are four configurations found in assimilations:
o Between adjacent segments
« Between segments separated by one or more intervening segments
o Changes made in reference to a preceding segment
o Changes made in reference to a following segment
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Assimilations to an adjacent segment are vastly more frequent than assimilations to a non-
adjacent one. These radical asymmetries might contain hints about the mechanisms involved, but
they are unobvious. If a sound changes with reference to a following segment, it is traditionally
called “regressive assimilation”; changes with reference to a preceding segment are traditionally
called “progressive”. Regressive assimilation is also known as anticipatory assimilation.
Progressive assimilation is also known as preservative, lagging or lag assimilation.
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Occasionally, two sounds may influence one another in reciprocal assimilation. When such a
change results in a single segment with some of the features of both components, it is known as
coalescence or fusion. Assimilation occurs in two different types: complete assimilation, in
which the sound affected by assimilation becomes exactly the same as the sound causing
assimilation, and partial assimilation in which the sound becomes the same in one or more
features, but remains different in other features.
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Anticipatory assimilation to an adjacent segment is the most common type of assimilation by
far, and typically has the character of a conditioned sound change, i.e., it applies to the whole
lexicon or part of it. In English, the place of articulation of nasals assimilates to that of a next

stop (handkerchief is pronounced [hankat[if], handbag, said rapidly, is pronounced [hambag]).
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Dealing with lag assimilation to an adjacent segment ,the enclitic form of English is, eliding the
vowel, becomes voiceless when adjacent to a word-final voiceless non-sibilant. Thus it is [itiz],

that is [0ztiz] > it's [1ts], that's [deets].
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itis [itiz], thatis [Oetiz] > it's [1ts], that's [deets].

Dissimilation

In phonology, dissimilation is a phenomenon whereby similar consonants or vowels in a word
become less similar. For example, when a /r/ sound occurs before another in the middle of a
word in rhotic dialects of English, the first tends to drop out, as in "suprise™ for surprise,
"paticular" for particular, and "govenor” for governor — this does not affect the pronunciation of
government, which has only one /r/, but English government tends to be pronounced
"goverment", dropping out the first n. An example where a relatively old case of phonetic
dissimilation has been artificially undone in the spelling is English colonel, whose standard
pronunciation is /'k3nal/ (with the r sound) in North-American English, or /'k3:nal/ in RP. It was
formerly spelt coronel and is a borrowing from French coronnel, which arose as a result of

dissimilation from Italian colonnello.
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colonnello (Italian) > coronel (French) > colonel (English) /'k3nal/

There are several hypotheses on the cause of dissimilation. According to John Ohala, listeners
are confused by sounds with long-distance acoustic effects. In the case of English /r/,
rhoticization spreads across much of the word: in rapid speech, many of the vowels may sound
as if they had an r. It may be difficult to tell whether a word has one source of rhoticity or two.
When there are two, a listener might wrongly interpret one as an acoustic effect of the other, and
so mentally filter it out. In English r-deletion, when the syllable unstressed, it may drop out
altogether, as in "deteriate” for deteriorate and "tempature” for temperature, a process called
haplology. When the /r/ is found in /bru/, it may change to /j/: "Febyuary" for February,

"defibyulator” for defibrillator.
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deteriorate>deteriate , temperature > tempature , Febyuary>Febyuar , defibrillator> defibyulator
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Dissimilation, like assimilation, may involve a change in pronunciation relative to a segment that
IS adjacent to the affected segment or at a distance, and may involve a change relative to a
preceding or a following segment. As with assimilation, anticipatory dissimilation is much more
common than lag dissimilation, but unlike assimilation, most dissimilation is triggered by non-
contiguous segments. Also, while many kinds of assimilation have the character of a sound law,
few dissimilations do; most are in the nature of accidents that befall a particular lexical item.
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An example for anticipatory dissimilation at a distance :

In English "eksetera™ for etcetera, which may rather be contamination from the numerous forms

in eks-, though the common misspelling ect. implies dissimilation.
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eks > ect : eksetera > etcetera

An example for anticipatory dissimilation from a contiguous segment :

English amphitheater is very commonly pronounced amphitheater .
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amphitheater > amphitheate

Examples for lag dissimilation at a distance :

English, "purple" is in medieval English as purpul and purpure with dissimilation of /r/ to /L/.
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In Middle English, in some words ending in -n preceded by a coronal consonant the -n changed

to -m: seldom, random, venom.
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purpure > purpul > purple

seldon > seldom randon > random venon > venom

An example for lag dissimilation from a contiguous segment :

English chimney > chimbley
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chimbley > chimney

Epenthesis

In phonology, epenthesis means the addition of one or more sounds to a word, especially to the

interior of a word ; at the beginning prothesis and at the end paragoge.
Epenthesis is divided into two types:
a) excrescence : the addition of a consonant,
b) anaptyxis : the addition of a vowel.
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Epenthesis arises for a variety of reasons. The phonotactics of a given language may discourage
vowels in hiatus or consonant clusters, and a consonant or vowel may be added to make

pronunciation easier.

A) A consonant may be added to separate vowels. roal > royal
B ) A consonant may be placed between consonants in a consonant cluster where the place of
articulation is different ; e.g., where one consonant is labial and the other is alveolar).

e something — somepthing
o hamster — hampster

C) A vowel may be placed between consonants to separate them.
e Hamtramck — Hamtramick

Regular examples in English are -i-, used in forming Latinate words such as equidistant, and -o-,
used in forming words on Greek roots or general compounds, as in speedometer.

Epenthesis can also occur between a vowel and a consonant, or at the ends of words. The English

suffix -t, often found in the form -st, as in amongst, is an example of terminal excrescence.

D ) Excrescence is the epenthesis of a consonant.

thunor > thunder messager > messenger passager > passenger
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something — somepthing

hamster — hamster
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thunor > thunder , messager > messenger , passager > passenger , aorange > an orange

Epenthesis often breaks up a consonant cluster or vowel sequence that is not permitted by the
phonotactics of a language. For example, a reduced vowel /1/ or /a/ is inserted before the English
plural suffix -/z/ and the past tense suffix -/d/ when the root ends in a similar consonant:

glass — glasses bat — batted .
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bat — batted , glass — glasses

Elision

In phonology, an elision or deletion is the omission of one or more sounds such as a vowel, a
consonant, or a whole syllable in a word or phrase.
Contractions can not — can't involve elision, and "dropping™ of word-internal unstressed vowels

known specifically as syncope is frequent: history — histry, mathematics — mathmatics.
Syncope is the elision of vowels between consonants.
Aphaeresis is the elision of an unstressed vowel at the beginning of a word .

Aposcope is the loss of a sound at the end of a word.
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comfortable /" kamfartabal/ /"kamftarbal/

laboratory /'lebara to:ri/  (American English)/'lebrato:ri/
/la'bora to:ri/  (British English) /la"boratri/

temperature /"temparatfar/ , /'tempratfar/, sometimes / tempatfar/ / tempartfor/
family /' femili/ /' feemli/

vegetable /'vedzatobal/  /'vedstabal/

fifth / fife/ /' 16/

him /him/ fim/

going to /'gou.m tu:/  (gonna) /gona/
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can not — can't ,  history — histry : mathematics — mathmatics
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because > ‘cause
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teacher > teache
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